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adoOescent has access to a 
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,n /atin $merica and the 
&aribbean� chiOd Oabor decreased 
b\ ����� from ���� to ����� 
JoinJ from ����to ����� 
decreasinJ to ���� miOOion 
chiOdren and adoOescents in the 
aJe Jroup from � to ��� Zhich 
means that � miOOion Jot out of 
this situation�

,t is the one Zith the OoZest chiOd Oabor rate� at ����� ZhiOe the rates in 
Sub-Saharan $frica and $sia and the Pacific� Zith ���� and ���� 
respectiYeO\� e[ceed that of our reJion

*raph  1: 
PercentaJe of chiOdren 
and  adoOescents
�-��  \ears of aJe

inYoOYed  in chiOd
Oabor� b\ reJion� �����

Source:
*OobaO estimates of chiOd Oabor:  
5esuOts and trends ����-�����  
,nternationaO /abour  
2rJanization �,/2��  
*eneYa, 2017.
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*raph  2:
5eduction in the percentaJe of 

chiOdren and adoOescents in chiOd 
Oabor in /atin $merica and the

&aribbean� ���� and ����

Source:
*OobaO estimates of chiOd Oabor: 5esuOts and trends 

����-���� ,nternationaO /abour 2rJanization 
�,/2�� *eneYa� ����.
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*raph  3: 
PercentaJe of chiOd Oabor in

/atin $merican countries
Source:

Prepared in-house based on: $rJentina: ,1'(&�
����� %raziO: ,%*(� ����� &hiOe: 07PS� 0'S� 

����� &oOombia: '$1(� ����� ParaJua\: '*((&�
����� Peru: ,1(,� ����� *uatemaOa: ,1(*� �����

+onduras: ,1(� ����� (O SaOYador: 0(� �����
&osta 5ica: ,1(&� ����� Panama: ,1(&� ����� 

5eJion: 2,7� ����

7his proJress is not 
shared eTuaOO\ amonJ 
the countries� and the 
estimates for recent 
\ears shoZ a Zorr\inJ  
sOoZdoZn in the 
reduction of chiOd Oabor 
in the reJion� 7herefore� 
if the efforts made so 
far are not redoubOed in 
a sustained manner� it 
ZiOO not be possibOe to 
achieYe the JoaO of 
eradicatinJ chiOd Oabor in 
aOO of its forms b\ ���� 

O

5

10

15

20

25

Ni
ca

ra
gu

a 

Pa
ra

gu
ay

 

Pe
rX

 

Gu
at

em
al

a 

Ho
nd

ur
as

 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

Ar
ge

nt
in

a

22
.4

%

22
.1

 %

21
.8

 %

16
.9

 %

16
.4

 %

6.
8 

%

6.
6 

%

6.
0 

%

5.
9 

%

3.1 % 2.5 %

2016 2017 2012 2016 2018 2016 201620182014201520112012

5(*,21 7.3%

Ch
ile

Br
a]

il

Co
lo

m
bi

a

Co
st

a 
Ri

ca

Pa
na

m
D

8.
4 

%

*UDSK  5: 
Child labor, by seY,  
in Latin American  
countries (%)

Source:
Prepared in-house based on:  
Argentina: INDEC, 2017; Brazil: 
IBGE, 2016; Chile: MTPS/ MDS, 
2012; Colombia: DANE, 2018; 
Paraguay: DGEEC, 2011; Peru 
INEI, 2015; Guatemala: INEG, 
2014; Honduras: INE, 2018; El 
Salvador: ME, 2016; Nicaragua: 
INID, 2012;  Costa Rica: INEC, 
2016; Panama: INEC, 2016.
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*UDSK  6:
Child labor, by age, in  
Latin American  
countries  (%)

Source: 
Prepared in-house based on  
data from:Argentina: INDEC, 
2017; Brazil: IBGE, 2016; Chile: 
MTPS/MDS, 2012; Colombia: 
DANE, 2018; Paraguay: DGEEC, 
2011; Peru: INEI, 2015.
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Photo: Martín Villalta Quirós / DNI Costa Rica.

:orOdZide� the /atin $merican and &aribbean 5eJion has 
achieYed the best sustained resuOts in reducinJ chiOd Oabor� in 
comparison Zith the ZorOd¶s other deYeOopinJ reJions� $monJ 
them� it has the hiJhest possibiOit\ of achieYinJ 7arJet ��� b\ 
����� +oZeYer� it currentO\ shoZs deceOeration

10.5 million
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*UDSK  7: 
&hiOd Oabor in  
aJricuOture, 
in /atin $merican 
countries (%)

Source: Prepared in-
house based on:  
$rJentina: ,1'(&� ����� 
%raziO: ,%*(� ����� &hiOe: 
07PS� 0'S� ����� 
&oOombia: '$1(� ����� 
ParaJua\: '*((&� ����� 
Peru: ,1(,� ����� 
*uatemaOa: ,1(*� ����� 
+onduras: ,1(� ����� (O 
SaOYador: 0(� ����� 
1icaraJua: ,1,'� ����� 
&osta 5ica: ,1(&� ����� 
Panama: ,1(&� �����

&hiOd Oabor in aJricuOture 
accounts for ��� of aOO 
chiOd Oabor in the reJion� 
Zhich� in absoOute terms� 
totaOs:
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7his is a matter that has not been e[pOored or acNnoZOedJed to a Jreat e[tent� 
1earO\ aOO of the countries in the reJion e[amined in the 5eJionaO 0appinJ� Zith the 
e[ception of &hiOe� haYe Jathered information indicatinJ the presence of chiOdren 
and adoOescents ZorNinJ in the suppO\ chains of different sectors� mainO\ aJricuOture� 
but aOso mininJ� fisheries� manufacturinJ and commerce�
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+azardous ZorN performed b\ chiOdren and 
adoOescents from 5 Wo 1� \HDUV oI DJH 
represents the Jreatest proportion of chiOd Oabor 
in the reJion� 7he chiOd Oabor rate is �.��� of 
Zhich �.�� corresponds to hazardous ZorN� 
accordinJ to the ,/2�
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6oXUFH: Prepared in-house based on:  $rJentina: ,1'(&� ����� &hiOe: 07PS� 0'S� 
����� ParaJua\: '*((&� ����� Peru: ,1(,� ����� *uatemaOa: ,1(*� ����� 
+onduras: ,1(� ����� (O SaOYador: 0(� ����� 1icaraJua: ,1,'� ����� &osta 5ica: 
,1(&� ����.
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A REGION ON THE MOVE

The countries have established 
policies and have approved 
national plans to combat human 
trafficking and slavery, including 
children and adolescents.
They have created institutions to 
prevent and prosecute crimes 
related to the exploitation of 
people.
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THAT CONSTITUTE CRIMES

CHALLENGES AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
RELATED TO MEETING 
TARGET 8.7 

Political will and allocation of public budget.
Better and more effective public policies on 
the prevention and eradication of child 
labor, especially in rural areas. 
Strengthen inclusion in education.
Intersectoral articulation and 
territorialization of public policy.

Greater awareness-raising.

Improvement in policies for adolescents.

Better information and monitoring systems.

Improve services for victims of the worst 
forms of child labor.

Images taken from infographic: Communication team/Global March Secretariat

POLICIES AND ACTIONS 
TO DEAL WITH THE WFCL

At the regional level 
The Latin America and the Caribbean Free of Child Labour Regional 
Initiative is an innovative intergovernmental cooperation 
mechanism involving 30 countries. Its main purpose is for the 
region to meet Target 8.7 of the SDG, ending every form of child 
labor by 2025. The ILO serves as the Technical Secretariat of the 
initiative and, in each country, the focal points are the Ministries of 
Labor through the directorates in charge of dealing with child labor.

In each country
All the countries studied in the region ratified the main international 
treaty on the rights of children and adolescents, the International 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, in 1990. They have also ratified 
the fundamental ILO conventions on child labor: No. 138 on minimum 
age of employment and No. 182 on the worst forms of child labor.

They have developed national legislation, that, in some cases, is based on 
the Constitution. The civil and penal codes or general labor laws establish 
administrative or penal sanctions, as applicable. All the countries have 
approved codes on children and adolescents or laws that recognize the 
rights of children and adolescents in a comprehensive manner, taking the 
Holistic  Protection Doctrine as a framework, and also have  extensive 
legislation applicable specifically to child and adolescent labor.

Chile, Paraguay and Peru have approved national strategies on the 
prevention and eradication of child labor; Argentina and Brazil have 
national plans for the prevention and eradication of child labor and the 
protection of adolescents who work; and

Colombia has a ten-year public policy for the same purpose.

In Central America, the six countries examined approved roadmaps that 
define the national strategic framework for meeting the established 
targets for the elimination of child labor and its worst forms.

All of the countries have national commissions or committees on the 
prevention and eradication of child labor and the protection of 
adolescents who work.

Photo: Martín Villalta Quirós / DNI Costa Rica.

Central America South America

Of the total number of working children 
and adolescents from 5 to 17 years of age, 
3 countries in the subregion show over 
50% doing hazardous work.

Led by Guatemala with 88.4%, followed by 
El Salvador with 67.7% and Honduras close 
behind with 59.3%.

Costa Rica and Nicaragua show �gures 
under 50%, with Costa Rica at 42.82% and 
Nicaragua at 3.6%.  

In every country, the percentage of 
hazardous work is above the regional 
average, which is 4.4%.

Led by Paraguay with 21.2%, followed by 
Peru with 16.8%, Argentina with 6.0% and 
Chile with 5.9%.

There is no information available for Brazil 
or Colombia.

Central America South America




